
 

                                                     

CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

 A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on August 18, 2009. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Walter Kohnke, Joan Orman, Karen Wagar, Art Samson, Phil Larson, Don Kramer and 

Sue Balkema. Also in attendance were Rick Schmitt and Sam Field. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Samson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and led in the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 

A motion was made by Larson/Kohnke to adopt the agenda as presented with the addition of 6a. Site Plan Review 

requested by Richard Schmitt. Motion carried. Kohnke/Orman moved to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2009 

meeting as written. Motion carried. 
 

No citizen comments.  
 

SITE PLAN REVIEW: 
 

Richard Schmitt and Sam Field presented an application for Site Plan Review for an electric generation facility 

located at 13362 East L Ave. Mr. Field distributed copies of the Michigan Public Service Commission order 

authorizing Consumers Energy to purchase renewable energy produced by small-scale systems and a letter from 

Bruce Lowstuter, P.E. of Clean Energy Systems, certifying that he has been retained to monitor the project on 

East L Ave. Mr. Field noted the solar panel arrangement had been modified to eliminate shading, but the overall 

project size and setbacks had not changed. Samson stated he was informed by AGS that the Site Plan Review 

application was complete. He distributed copies of the application for Site Plan Review and a letter from Craig 

Rolfe providing guidance on several issues relating to the review. Commissioners read both documents. Samson 

noted that Wagar again will not be participating in the discussion and resulting decision.  

Samson directed attention to Article XXIV Section 24.6 2 Criteria for Site Plan Review. Items a. – j. were 

reviewed with the commission finding no cause for adverse effects and all applicable criteria met. The concern of 

panel and supporting structure removal in the event of abandonment was discussed. The applicants indicated they 

had no objection to the inclusion of language that provides guidelines for the dismantling of the project. It was 

decided to recommend the Township Board address the issue during the Special Exception Use Hearing. 

A motion was made by Samson/Orman to approve the Site Plan for a photovoltaic electrical generating system 

located at 13362 East L Ave contingent upon the approval and granting of a Special Exception Use Permit by the 

Township Board and the site plan referred to as amended with regard to the arrangement of the solar panels. 

Motion carried. 
 

Discussion of the proposed wind energy ordinance was postponed until the September meeting. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm upon the motion of Orman/Wagar.      
 

Prepared 8-20-09 

S. Balkema, secretary 

 

 


